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DIVIDING A SCENE INTO A PLURALITY OF POINTS 
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GROUPING THE PLURALITY OF POINTS INTO A 
SUBJECT GROUP AND A BACKGROUND GROUP 
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DETERMINING THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE 
CAMERA AND THE POINTS IN THE BACKGROUND 
GROUP AND THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE POINTS IN 
THE BACKGROUND GROUP 
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DETERMINING THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE 
CAMERA AND THE POINTS IN THE SUBJECT 
GROUP AND THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE POINTS IN 
THE SUBJECT GROUP 
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DETERMINING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
DISTANCE BETWEEN THE CAMERA AND THE 

POINTS IN THE BACKGROUND GROUP AND THE 
DISTANCE BETWEEN THE CAMERA AND THE 
POINTS IN THE SUBJECT GROUP 
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DETERMINING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 

BRIGHTNESS OF THE POINTS IN THE 
BACKGROUND GROUP AND THE BRIGHTNESS OF 
THE POINTS IN THE SUBJECT GROUP 
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DOES THE DISTANCE DIFFERENCE EXCEED A 
PREDETERMINED THRESHOLD AND DOES THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE 
POINTS IN THE BACKGROUND GROUP AND THE 
BRIGHTNESS OF THE POINTS IN THE SUBJECT 
GROUP EXCEED A PREDETERMINED 
BRIGHTNESS THRESHOLD? 
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ASSERT FLASH CONTROL SIGNAL 
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FIG. 3 
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GENERATING A METER MATRIX FOR A SCENE 
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SELECTIVELY ASSERTING A FLASH CONTROL 
SIGNAL BASED ON THE METER MATRIX 
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DETERMINING THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE 
CAMERA AND THE POINT IN THE SUBJECT 
GROUP 
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IS THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE CAMERA AND 
THE POINT IN THE SUBJECT GROUP LESS 
THAN A PREDETERMINED DISTANCE? 
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DETERMINING THE GENERAL BRIGHTNESS 
LEVEL OF THE SCENE 
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DOES THE GENERAL BRIGHTNESS LEVEL 
EXCEED A PREDETERMINED BRIGHTNESS 
THRESHOLD ? 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG. 6 
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FIG. 7 
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FIG. 8 



